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AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY FREETOWN 
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AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY SANA 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
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AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 
AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 
USCINCEUR/POLAD 

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION I OE 4 TRIPOLI 0681 

E.O. 1 1652: CDS 
TAGS: PORG, LY 

SUBJ: EIGHTH ISLAMIC FOREIGN MINISTERS CONEERENCE CLOSES IN 
TRIPOLI 

REP: TRIPOLI 0645 

SUMMARY. EIGHTH ISLAMIC MINISTERS CONFERENCE ENDED 
MAY 22. CONFEREES' DESIRE FOR ISLAMIC SOLIDARITY 
TEMPERED FINAL RESOLUTIONS ON CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES 
OF ERITREA, PHILIPPINES AND CYPRUS. CONFERENCE 
DISPLAYED CONSIDERABLE UNAMIMITY AND CONSENSUS ON 
PALESTINE, JERUSALEM, ZIONISM, REMOVAL OF UN VETO 
RIGHT, CONDEMNATION OF SOUTH AFRICA, SUPPORT OF 
AFRICAN LIBERATION MOVEMENTS, PROTECTION OP MUSLIM 
MINORITIES AND ECONOMIC, TECHNICAL AND CULTURAL 
COOPERATION BETWEEN ISLAMIC COUNTRIES. END SUMMARY. 

1. EIGHT ISLAMIC FOREIGN MINISTERS CONFERENCE ENDED 
HERE IN TRIPOLI MAY 22. PARTICIPANTS' DESIRE POR 
ISLAMIC SOLIDARITY WAS THE OVERRIDING CONSIDERATION 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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IN THE PORMULATION OP THEIR FINAL RESOLUTIONS. 

RESOLUTIONS ON CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES OF ERITEREA AND 
PHILIPPINE/MORO CONPLICT REFLECTED CAUTION WITH WHICH 
DELEGATES APPROACHED THESE ISSUES. IN AN EPFORT TO 
ADHERE TO THE SPIRIT OP SOLIDARITY WHICH PERMEATED 
CONFERENCE, DELEGATES MERELY ABSTAINED ON ISSUES ON 
WHICH THERE WAS NOT UNANIMITY. 

2. FINAL RESOLUTION GAVE "OBSERVER STATUS " TO THE 
MORO NATIONAL FRONT, BUT INDICATED THIS SHOULD NOT 
SET PRECEDENT POR OTHER ORGANIZATIONS IN THE FUTURE. 

CONFERENCE GRANTED THIS SPECIAL PRIVILEGE TO NURI 
MUSUARI'S ORGANIZATION APTER REPORTED IMPASSIONED 
PLEA BY MORO PRONT LEADER. IT DID NOT CONDEMN THE 
GOVERNMENT OP THE PHILIPPINES AS MUSUARI HAD REQUESTED. 

AFTER RECEIVING THE REPORT OF THE QUADRIPARTITE 
COMMISSION OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE, THE DELEGATES 
EXPRESSED "ITS CONCERN OVER THE POLICY OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OP THE PHILIPPINES, WHICH IS CONTRARY TO 
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THE AGREEMENT OF TRIPOLI, REACHED THANKS TO THE EFFORTS 
MADE BY THE JAMAHIRIYAH, THE QUADRIPARTITE COMMISSION 
AND THE SECRETARY GENERAL HAS ENTRUSTED THE COMMISSION 
AGAIN THE TASK OF PURSUING ITS MISSION OF MEDIATION 
BETWEEN THE MNLF, WHICH IS THE LEGITIMATE REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE MUSLIM MOVEMENTS IN SOUTHERN PHILIPPINES AND 
THE GOVERNMENT OF MANILA." 
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AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
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AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
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AMEMBASSY BANJUL 
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AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY NDJAMENA 
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AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY SANA 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 
AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 
USCINCEUR/POLAD 
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3. UN RIGHT TO VETO. CONEEREES CALLED UPON ISLAMIC 
MEMBER STATES TO "EXERT EFFORTS TO EXPEDITE ACTION 

ON AMENDING THE PRESENT CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS, 
ESPECIALLY THE PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE RIGHT TO 
VETO ENJOYED BY THE PERMANENT MEMBER STATES OE THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL IN A MANNER THAT WOULD PROTECT THE 
INTERESTS AND ASPIRATIONS OF THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES." 
CONFEREES CALLED UPON MEMBER STATES OF THE NON-ALIGNED 
MOVEMENT TO TAKE INITIATIVES FOR AMENDING THE UNITED 
NATIONS' CHARTER AT THE 32ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY SESSION 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS. CONEEREES ALSO RECOMMENDED 
THAT ITS MEMBER STATES PLACE ON THE AGENDA OE THE 
32ND SESSION, THE QUESTION OF COMPENSATION "EOR THE 
LOSSES EROM LEFTOVER WAR MATERIAL, IN PARTICULAR, THE 
DAMAGES ARISING OUT OE MINES PLANTED BY FOREIGN 
POWERS IN THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES." 

4. QUESTION OF PALESTINE. RESOLUTION OF PALESTINE 
EXPRESSED "REGRET THAT THE ZIONIST ENTITY STILL 
CONTINUES TO PERPETRATE ITS POLICIES OF OCCUPATION, 
EXPANSION, ANNEXATION, DESTRUCTION OF BUILDINGS AND 
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EXPROPRIATION OF PROPERTY, AS WELL AS MASS 
EXPULSIONS AND ILL TREATMENT OF ARAB RESIDENTS IN 
THE OCCUPIED TERRITORY." RESOLUTION ALSO EXPRESSED 
"DEEP CONCERN" OVER ISRAEL'S ALLEGED VIOLATION OE 
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THE UN CHARTER, PRINCIPLES AND PROVISONS OF 
INTERNATIONAL LAW AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS 
WHICH IT DESCRIBED AS "INCREASINGLY SERIOUS THREAT 
TO PEACE AND SECURITY IN THE MIDDLE EAST." RESOLUTION 
PRAISED PALESTINIANS, CONFIRMED CONFERENCE'S SOLIDARITY 
AND SUPPORT FOR "THEIR LEGITIMATE STRUGGLE FOR ENDING 
ZIONIST OCCUPATION, FOR THE LIBERATION OF OCCUPIED 
TERRITORIES AND THE INALIENABLE NATIONAL RIGHTS OF THE 
PALESTINIAN PEOPLE IN DEFENSE OF THE ISLAMIC ARAB AND 
SPIRITUAL STATUS OF JERUSALEM. " IT DESCRIBED 
PALESTINIAN CAUSE AS THE "CORE"' OF THE MIDDLE EAST 
PROBLEM AND CALLED FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN 
INDEPENDENT STATE OF PALESTINE AND ASSISTANCE FROM THE 
ISLAMIC COUNTRIES TO THE PALESTINIANS STRUGGLE. IT 
AFFIRMED THE PLO'S RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE 'SEPARATELY 
AND EQUALLY IN ALL INTERNATIONAL PEACE EFFORTS." IT 
FURTHER CALLED UPON SECURITY COUNCIL OF "RECONSIDER 
ITS POSITION WITH REGARD TO THE REPORT AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE THE 
EXERCISE OF THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN 
PEOPLE, WHICH WAS APPROVED AT THE 3 1 ST GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY SESSION." THE RESOLUTIONALSO CALLED FOR 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM THE ISLAMIC COUNTRIES TO 
ENHANCE "ISLAMIC ARAB PRESENCE IN THE HOLY CITY" 

AND THE CREATION OF A SPECIAL JERUSALEM FUND. THE 
LARGEST CONTRIBUTOR TO THE FUND REPORTEDLY WAS SAUDI 
ARABIA WHICH REPORTEDLY DONATED 15 MILLION DOLLARS. 
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AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
USINT BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY BANJUL 
AMEMBASSY BISSAU 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY CONAKRY 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
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AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
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AMEMBASSY NDJAMENA 
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AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY SANA 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 
AMEMBASSY VALLETTA 
USCINCEUR/POLAD 
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THE CONFEREES ALSO ADOPTED A RESOLUTION APPROVING 
THE ISSUANCE OF A "PALESTINE STAMP" IN SUPPORT OF 
THE PALESTINIANS. CONCERNING THE MIDDLE EAST, IN 
GENERAL, THE RESOLUTION CALLED UPON THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL TO CONVENE AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE AND IMPLEMENT 
THE UN RESOLUTIONS CONCERNING "VARIOUS ASPECTS OE 
THE MIDDLE EAST QUESTION." IT CALLED UPON THE 
ISLAMIC STATES TO REFRAIN FROM "SUPPLYING ISRAEL 
WITH ANY FORM OF SUPPORT AND SEVERING ALL TIES WITH 
HER." THE CONFERENCE FURTHER CALLED UPON THE MEMBER 
STATES TO JOIN THE ARAB BOYCOTT OF ISRAEL. IT 
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CONFIRMED THE RESOLUTION "ADOPTED AT JIDDA EOR 
EXPULSION OF ISRAEL FROM THE UNITED NATIONS AND ALL 
OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS." 

5. CYPRUS QUESTION. RESOLUTION "WELCOMED THE 
AGREEMENT REACHED BETWEEN THE LEADERS OF THE TWO 
CYPRIOT COMMUNITIES; SUPPORTED THE PRINCIPLE OE 
POLITICAL EQUALITY EOR THE TWO CYPRIOT COMMUNITIES 
IN A EEDERAL ADMINISTRATION; NOTED WITH SATISEACTION 
THE RESUMPTION OP THE INTERCOMMUNAL TALKS; URGED THE 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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PARTIES TO CONTINUE THEIR NEGOTIATIONS UNTIL THEY 
PIND A PEACEPUL SOLUTION ACCEPTABLE TO BOTH SIDES; AND 
DEMANDED THAT ISLAMIC MEMBERS STATES TAKE ALL NECESSARY 
ACTIONS TO EXTEND AND STRENGTHEN EPFECTIVE SOLIDARITY 
WITH A TURKISH MUSLIM COMMUNITY IN CYPRUS." 

6. ERITREA. FINAL RESOLUTION ON THE QUESTION OF 
MUSLIMS IN ERITREA WAS PERHAPS THE MOST DEVISIVE 
OP THE SUBJECT DISCUSSED AT THE CONPERENCE. IT 
REAFPIRMED THE CONPERENCE'S INTEREST IN A "SEARCH EOR 
A JUST AND EQUITABLE SOLUTION WITHIN THE PRAMEWORK 
OP AERO- ASIAN BROTHERHOOD." IT CALLED UPON THE 
CONPEREES TO SPARE NO EPPORT TO SEEK A SATISFACTORY 
SOLUTION AND RECOMMENDED THAT IT COORDINATE ITS EFPORTS 
WITH THOSE OP THE OAU IN ORDER TO REACH A JUST AND 
EQUITABLE SETTLEMENT OF THIS QUESTION. IT REQUESTED 
THAT THE SECRETARY GENERAL TAKE NCESSARY MEASURES 
EOR THE EFPECTIVE COORDINATION OP THE EPFORTS OF THE 
OAU AND THE ISLAMIC CONPERENCE. THE COMPROMISE OF 

THE CONPERENCE ON THIS CONTROVERSIAL ISSUE CAN BE 
ATRTRIBUTED MAINLY TO THE EFPORTS OF THE LIBYAN 
DELEGATION WHICH HAD THE COMPLETE SUPPORT OP THE 
AFRICAN DELEGATIONS. IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN ISLAMIC 
SOLIDARITY AND PREVENT A SPLIT BETWEEN LIBYA, ITS 
AFRICAN SUPPORTERS AND THE CONSERVATIVE ARAB 
COUNTRIES WHICH SUPPORT THE ERITREAN MUSLIM 
MOVEMENTS, THE DELEGATES AGREED UPON THIS WORDING 
OP RESOLUTION. COLONEL QADHAPI'S ADDRESS TO THE 
CONPERENCE MAY 16 STRESSED LIBYA'S SUPPPORT EOR THE 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OP ETHIOPIA AND LIBYA'S DESIRE 
THAT THE PARTIES TO THE DISPUTE SETTLE THEIR 
DIPFERENCES WITHIN THE PRAMEWORK OP COOPERATION 
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AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
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AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
AMEMBASSY SANA 
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AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 
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BETWEEN THE NEW ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT AND DISSIDENT 
ERITREAN ELEMENTS. LIBYA'S SENTIMENT WAS OBVIOUSLY 
SHARED BY THE AFRICAN COUNTRIES WHOSE DIVERSE 
TRIBAL POPULATIONS CONTAIN THE POTENTIAL FOR SIMILAR 
DISPUTES. 

7. LAW OE THE SEA. CONEERENCE ADOPTED A RESOLUTION 
CALLING UPON ISLAMIC COUNTRIES TO "CONSULT AND 
HARMONIZE THEIR POSITIONS DURING THE EORTHCOMING 
SESSION OE THE CONFERENCE OE THE LAW OF THE SEA." 

8. THE CONFERENCE ADOPTED RESOLTUION CONDEMNING 
RACISM IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, NAMIBIA, ZIMBABWE AND 
OCCUPIED PALESTINE. IT CALLED FOR THE ELIMINATION 
OF RACISM, RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND RACIAL DIVISION 
AND INVITED THE MBMER STATES TO CONVENE A CONFERENCE 
TO COMBAT RACISM AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION. THE 
RESOLUTION REITERATED SUPPORT FOR THE STRUGGLE OF 
THE PEOPLE OF SOUTHERN AFRICA AND URGED THE ISLAMIC 
STATES TO EXTEND MORAL AND MATERIAL ASSISTANCE TO 
THE AFRICAN LIBERATION MOVEMENTS. IT SUPPORTED 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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MOZAMBIQUE'S INDEPENDENCE AND RESISTANCE TO "RACISM 
AND COLONIAL REGIMES." ANOTHER RESOLUTION WELCOMED 
THE RESULTS OF THE REEERENDUM IN DJIBOUTI IN MAY 
OF THIS YEAR AND STATED ITS SUPPORT FOR THE RIGHT 
OF THE PEOPLE OE THE SOMALIA COAST TO "ACHIEVE 
IMMEDIATE AND REAL" INDEPENDENCE BY JUNE 27, 1977. 

9. CONEEREES CONDEMNED THE "SO-CALLED" REFERENDUM 
IN THE COMORO ISLAND OF MAYOTTE ON FEBRUARY 8 AND 
APRIL 1 1 UNDER FRENCH AUSPICES. THE RESOLUTION 
REJECTED ANY REFERENDUM ORGANIZED IN THE FUTURE BY 
THE FRENCH WHICH WOULD GIVE LEGAL STATUS TO FRENCH 
PRESENCE ON THE COMORO TERRITORY OE MAYOTTE. THE 
RESOLUTION ALSO CALLED EOR FRANCE TO WITHDRAW ITS 
MILITARY FROM THE ISLAND, AND END THE PROCESS OF 
EXTENDING A SPECIAL STATUS TO IT. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

10. CONFEREES ADOPTED REMAINING AGENDA ITEMS ON 
ECONOMIC, CULTURAL, TECHNICAL AND RELIGIOUS 
COOPERATION WITH LITTLE DEBATE (REFTEL). 

CARLE 
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